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the most exact and minute that has ever been made of
Elephanta, and was afterwards published in the Bombay
Transactions, vol.1. These details undoubtedly owe
mosl: of their interest to the skill and taste with which
the accomplished writer has arranged them; but as he
always very disinterestedly considered his account as
the joint property of the party who aided his researches,
I have not scrupled, in speaking of the caves, to borrow
freely from materials which I helped to collect.

His first assistant [the original proposer of the
scheme] was a lady1 of high qualifications as an artist;
not a mere fashionable screen-sketcher and murderer
of the picturesque, but a regular painter, trained by
long study, and under the influence of good taste. It
is grievous to think that so much worth, and beauty,
and talents, and such extensive knowledge, should so
soon have sunk into the grave; and the smart is, indeed
very bitter which accompanies such recollections,
when we feel that they are taken away from us for ever.
Perhaps there has very seldom existed any person whose
loss has been so truly regretted by the circle of her
friends, on account of the hopeless difficulty of supply-
ing her place. As it was at all times a piece of good
fortune to find one's self in the same party with this
charming person, even when it was left to the chapter of
accidents to provide opportunities of conversation, it
was considered the greatest of all possible catches to
secure her companionship for so many days, and in
such a place as Elephanta.

Our master of the ceremonies very judiciously fixed
his principal hand and eye before the celebrated triple

1 [Mrs. Ashburner. This lady was well known in Bombay society
for her wit, beauty and artistic talents, and her charitable under-
takings. She was an accomplished artist, and illustrated Erskine's
paper on the Elephanta Caves in the Transactions of the Literary
Society. She lived at Bhandup, about 20 miles out of Bombay,
where her husband had a distillery. See Maria Graham, Journal
of a Residence in India, p. 11 sff.]
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